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Earth Day

History of Earth Day

Earth Day is an annual event celebrated around the
world on April 22nd to demonstrate support for
environmental protection. This year, on the day’s
50th anniversary, it’s more important than ever that
we take action together.

Earth Day was a unified response to an environment
in crisis — oil spills, smog, and rivers so polluted they
caught fire. On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans —
10% of the U.S. population at the time — took to the
streets, college campuses, and hundreds of cities to
protest environmental ignorance and demand a new
way forward for our planet. The first Earth Day is
credited with launching the modern environmental
movement and is now recognized as the planet’s
largest civic event.

First celebrated in 1970, it now includes events
coordinated globally by the Earth Day Network in
more than 193 countries.

L e t ’s C h a t

What to Watch
“The Story of Plastic” documentary
takes a sweeping view at the man-made
plastic pollution crisis and the worldwide
effect it has on the health of our planet. The film
illustrates the ongoing plastic catastrophe, featuring
interviews with experts and activists to inform
viewers on the long-lasting effects of plastic pollution
and the complex problem that is rapidly changing the
planet’s and its residents’ well-being. The documentary premieres globally on Wednesday, April 22, the
50th anniversary of Earth Day on the Discovery
Channel and is currently available for streaming on
the Discovery Go app.

THE STORY OF
PLASTIC
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Leading up to the film premiere, the
foundation is partnering with the
SciTech Institute to host two educational question and answer sessions
on April 20, 21 and 23, and are
designed to discuss the film’s
messages with students. The
hour-long sessions will pair young
students in the U.S., Mexico and
Kuwait over Zoom conferencing and
Facebook Live with representatives of the
science and plastic activism community as part
of the SciTech Institute’s global Chief Science Officer
program. Operating in eleven regions around the
world, the Chief Science Office program engages with
the worlds brightest young minds to help develop
lifelong STEM skills. The sessions will feature former
NASA astronaut Catherine Coleman on April 20,
Footprint Foundation Director of Science and Education Christine Figgener, Ph.D. on April 21 and “The
Story of Plastic” director, Deia Schlosberger on April
23, and will be available for replay on the foundation’s
website following each event.
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What was the result of
the first Earth Day?

Action for Earth Day:
Window Art for Earth Day

The first Earth Day in 1970 launched a wave of
actions, including the passage of landmark
environmental laws in the United States. The
Clean Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species
Acts were created in response to the first Earth
Day in 1970, providing regulation for air emissions,
regulates the discharge of pollutants into the
nation's surface waters, and protects threatened
or endangered plants and animals. The first Earth
Day also spurred the creation of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), a state agency that is
responsible for creating standards and laws
promoting the health of individuals and the
environment in the U.S. The EPA directly affects
consumers by regulating the manufacturing,
processing, distribution, and use of chemicals and
other pollutants; the use of pesticides, hazardous
waste creation, and disposal; and much more.
Many countries around the world soon adopted
similar laws and agencies.

Let’s brighten up our neighborhoods with
window art to celebrate Earth Day, committing
to reduce our use of plastics. Draw a picture of
your vision of Earth on a piece of paper and
place it in your window facing the street. This
can be what the planet looks like now, what you
want it to look like in the future, or a new idea
entirely – let your creativity fly! We can all make
a difference through our choices, and we can
spread that knowledge to our neighbors as they
walk by from now to Earth Day. Upload a photo
of your window art onto your social media
accounts with the hashtags:

#PlasticFreeEarthDay
#ArtForEarthDay

Earth Day continues to hold major international
significance: In 2016, the United Nations
chose Earth Day as the day when
the historic Paris Agreement
on climate change was
signed into force.
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